Linguistics 001
Spring 2009
Homework 3: Answers

I. Constituency

a. I said a politician lied yesterday, and tell several lies at least one politician did yesterday.
= A constituent

b. The wrong textbook, Amazon shipped my friend.
= A constituent

c. *The very hungry caterpillar did and three plums on Wednesday.
= Not a constituent

d. He tripped on the library steps.
= A constituent

II. Tree Structures
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Or, arguably:

8
ﬁ \‘\\
NP TP

m / Hﬁ““-h
Diet N i
| 4 T VP
The  Adj N I
0] PasT /\H
angry giraffe v NP
|
E:haﬂfd /\\
NP PP
T .
il B
| | | T
my brother Jgown Det N
| |
the street
b.
5
NP TP
|
i —
S oy
| T VP
Gerard | =3
PAST / “‘“\\\
v NP
ordere f H“*-“,ﬂ
NP PP
L /\
Dt N s
| | P NP
a  hamburger | ’
§ with /[ \
NP NP
| and |
N N

mustard ketehap



Or:

=
NP TP
I d_,-ﬂ"f""
N s \H
Q | d T VP
0TA
e
PAST / x\\
v NP
I T
rdered
order H‘ML
NP PP
Det h / i
| | P NP
a  hamburger ‘I I
with N
K/I\N\“x
N N
| and |
mustard ketchup
Less good, but ok:
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II1. Recursive Structures

Rule (a) is recursive on the NP.



IV. Traces

a. Who ¢ will hit Bill? (Declarative: John will hit Bill)
b. Who will Bill hit #? (Declarative: Bill will hit John)

The difference between these two sentences is based on whether the movement is from subject position
or object position. If the subject moves, the “gap” in the sentence will be before the verb; if the object
moves, the “gap” will be after the verb.



